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What Was Lost in the Earthquake,
What Need To Be Passed On, and
What We Should Create From

The Hyogo-ken Nanbu Earthquake occurred al 5:46 in the
morning on January 17, 1985, took pracious lives and
destrayed cherished livings of local communities. Tha
earthquake directly beneath the densely populated cities was
an almosl unprecadented experience and caused ramendous
damage to the Hanshin Expressway, leaving us with
indescribable catastrophe. |n the chaolic. sormowful altermath,
our priority misslons were rascua of poople, emergency
responses and early restoration of the expressway system,

While making full efforts toward restoration, we saw a strong
need to pass on this experiance of disaster to Tuture
ganarations and, a5 2 part of those activities, decided to salect
and preserve damaged structures from engineering view
points. The pieces of damaged structures collocted hare are
raminiscent of the devastating energy of earthquake.
demonstrating how real structures fail and collapse actually,
which was only possibla in the realm of hypothesis in the past.

Although the forces of nature could not be resisted, the
communitiss have been revived by human powar and wisdom.
This museum aims al nol only prasernving how the earthqueke
destroyed but also conveying how we responded in the 623
days from the momeant of the earthquake to the complete
restoration of the expressway system. The museum also
introduces new technologies and various activities we have
developed and pul inlo practice basoed an the lessons wea
learnad, including disaster management support and
educational assistance for disastar pravantion.

Earthquakes will come. We strongly hope that valuable
information ba conveyad and shared among peopla through
this museum, sa that collective wisdom generated thareby will
coniribute to praventing catastrophic disasters in the fulure.
Far us, this musaum will always be the reminder of salely and
raliability, for we see no end to the lessons from which wa
must leam.
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Thes cenctaph & dedicated 1o mamory of the 16 peopls whd I0S! el Ives in the ncdonis misted o o
Hannhin Expresswary during the Hyogo-ken Nanbau Earthquake. With lsasons lonme from the tragic daanier,
we pipcion fo make concerisd ofions 1o provide roads snd road cenvices with incresesd safiely.



